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Exeter-Fairfield 

SAMUEL ELIOT MORISON (1887-1976) 
Sculpted by Penelope Jencks (1936 - ) 

Donated by the Back Bay Federation with funds from the 
George B. Henderson Foundation : 
Dedicated October 15, 1982 
DT fag Ma reek A scholar and 
educator, 
Morison twice 
won the Pulitzer 
Prize for books 
on maritime his- 
tory, “Admiral of 
the Ocean Sea” 
and “John Paul 
Jones.” His many 
important works 
include, “The 
Oxford History. 
of the United 
States” (1927) 

_ and “The Oxford 
Bers { History of the 
American People” (1965). An expert sailor, he 
retraced one of the voyages of Columbus across the 
Atlantic using the original log books as a guide. 






Penelope Jencks is a well-known Boston sculptor. 
Her works in Massachusetts include St. Joseph in 
Danvers, St. Anne and the Virgin in Salem, Chelsea 
Conversation in Chelsea, and Student at Brandeis 
University in Waltham. Her most recent commission 
is the Eleanor Roosevelt Memorial for Riverside 
Park in New York City. 


Fairfield-Gloucester 

BOSTON WOMEN’S MEMORIAL 

Sculpted by Meredith Bergmann (1955 - ) 

Donated with funds raised by the Boston Women’s 
Commission. 

Dedicated October 23, 2003 

For ten years the Boston Women’s Commission, 
through a progression of committees, worked to 


select the subjects, choose the artist, raise the money, 
and oversee the construction and installation of the 





Boston Women’s Memorial. This effort began in 1992 
when Mayor Thomas M. Menino reserved the Fairfield 
to Gloucester block as the site for a memorial honor- 
ing women. In 1994 the announcement was made 
that Abigail Adams, Lucy Stone and Phillis Wheatley 
would be honored. 


As described in the dedication program, “These three 
women share a strong Boston identity, a place in 
national history, a passion for social justice, and the 
ability to inspire and impact people.” Each of these 
women had progressive ideas that were ahead of her 
time, was committed to social change and left a lega- 
cy through her writings. Each woman is shown in a 
pose that reflects the use of language in her life: 
instead of standing on her pedestal, she is using it. 
The subjects of the Boston Women’s Memorial are 
sculpted in a manner that invites the observer to 
interact with them. 


‘= 


Abigail Adams (1744 - 1818) 

Born in Weymouth, Massachusetts, Abigail Adams was 
the wife of the second president of the United States 
and the mother of the sixth. Her letters establish her 
as a perceptive social and political commentator and 
a strong voice for women’s advancement. 


Lucy Stone (1818 - 1893) | 

Born in Brookfield, Lucy Stone was one of the first 
Massachusetts women to graduate from college. She 
was an ardent abolitionist,a renowned orator and the 
founder of the “Woman’s Journal,” the foremost 
women’s suffrage publication of its era. 














Phillis Wheatley (1753 - 1784) 

Born in West Africa, Phillis Wheatley was sold as a 
slave from the ship, Phillis. In colonial Boston, she 
was a literary prodigy whose 1773 volume “Poems on 
Various Subjects, Religious and Moral” was the first 
book published by an African writer in America. 
Meredith Bergmann’s design was chosen from five 
final proposals. A New York artist, Bergmann has over 
twenty-five years experience in sculpture and com- 
memorative public art. 





Gloucester-Hereford 

DOMINGO F. SARMIENTO (1811 - 1888) 
Sculpted by Yvette Compagnion 

Donated by the Argentine government 

Dedicated May 21, 1973 


Domingo Sarmiento was president of Argentina, 
writer, legislator, founder of his country’s public edu- 
cation system, and Minister to the United States. He 
became acquainted with Horace Mann and modeled 
the Argentine education system on the one devel- 
oped in Boston by Mann. In appreciation, the 
Argentine government offered a statue as a gift to the 
City of Boston in 1913. Argentina held a national 
competition to select the sculptor and some sixty 
years later the statue arrived in Boston. Siting this 
long awaited gift was problematic. The location on 
the Mall opposite the former International Institute 
was finally agreed upon. 





Massachusetts Avenue-Charlesgate East 
LEIF ERIKSSON (975 - 1020) 

Sculpted by Anne Whitney (1821 - 1915) 
Privately funded 


Dedicated in 1887 


Commissioned by Eben 
Horsford, the 
discoverer of baking 
powder, this statue 
memorializes the leg- 

_ endary Norse explorer 
and commemorates an 
event that is thought to 
have occurred nearly a 
thousand years ago. The 
‘monument represents 
the discovery of Vinland, 
a name given to the site 
of a landing believed to 
have been made by 
Eriksson somewhere along the New England coast. 


This statue was originally at the Massachusetts 
Avenue end of this block, set in a curving roadway 
providing the transition from the formal design of 
Commonwealth Avenue into the Fenway parklands. 
The base around the statue was originally a fountain. 
When increased automobile traffic necessitated 
straightening the roadbed in 1917, the statue was 
moved to its present location. 


Anne Whitney also sculpted the Samuel Adams in 
Quincy Market and the Harriet Martineau in the 
Old South Church both in downtown Boston. 


Pamphlet sponsored by: 

Boston Parks and Recreation Department 
Garden Club of the Back Bay, Inc. 
Commonwealth Avenue Mall Committee 

(a sub-committee of The Friends of The Public Garden & Boston 
Common and the Neighborhood Association of the Back Bay) 
Boston Art Commission 














“Walking the Ixall” 


Commonwealth Avenue Mall, Boston 


The Commonwealth Avenue Mall began taking on 
the form its designer, Arthur Gilman, envisioned as 
quickly as the trains bearing fill from Needham 
arrived in the Back Bay. Beginning in 1857, and con- 
tinuing for nearly 40 years, gravel trains made over 25 
trips a day moving over 2,500 cubic yards of fill per 
day to create the Back Bay land. As the fill settled, the 
formal design of the Mall began to emerge, and ele- 
gant new townhouses appeared along the avenue. 


The bold plan for the Back Bay makes it one of the 
great examples of urban planning in America. The 
Back Bay was and is a nexus of cultural, social and 
commercial activity with Commonwealth Avenue as 
its symbolic and actual center. The long allees of 
stately trees shading a central walkway provide the 
central axis of this vibrant neighborhood. Gilman 
proposed a uniform planting and building pattern. 
The interplay of the architecture and green corridor 
presents a very strong and harmonious visual image. 


Originally planted with American and European elm 
trees, the Mall today is a mixture of hardy large-scale 
shade trees. Even though the sculptures were not 
part of the original plan for the long uninterrupted 
allee of trees, they have become a focal point for peo- 
ple’s enjoyment. The Alexander Hamilton statue, a 
gift from a generous Bostonian, was placed in the 
Arlington block setting a precedent for the rest of the 
Mall. Today the trees, sculptures, benches and walk- 
way are all-important elements of this historic park. 


For further information, please contact: 
CAMC 

384 Marlborough Street 

Boston, MA 02115 
CommAveMall@verizon.net 


Photo Credit: Katherine Pokorny 








Arlington-Berkeley 
ALEXANDER HAMILTON (1757 - 1804) 
Sculpted by Dr. William Rimmer (1816 - 1865) 
Donated by Thomas Lee in 1865 


Alexander Hamilton, a British subject, was a native of 
the West Indies where he had been in charge of a 


counting house on St. Croix at the age of 13. He 


became General George Washington’s aide and per- 
sonal secretary. A Revolutionary War soldier and a 
signer of the Constitution, he was the first Secretary 
of the Treasury, serving under Washington. Aaron 
Burr killed him in a famous duel in 1804. His likeness 
can be seen on the ten-dollar bill. 


This was the first statue placed on the Mall and may 
also be the first statue carved from granite in the 
United States. Critics have commented that Dr. 
Rimmer, a physician and anatomist, used his medical 
rather than his artistic skills in creating this statue, 
and that his “mysterious ancestry, personal tragedies, 
medical training, limited output, and baffling obscu- 
rity combine to make his life something of an unusu- 
al aside, a quixotic pause in the ongoing story of 
American art.” 


Berkeley-Clarendon 

JOHN GLOVER (1732 - 1797) 
Sculpted by Martin Milmore (1844 - 1883) 
Donated by Benjamin Tyler Reed in 1875 








Colonel. John Glover led the Marblehead, 
Massachusetts regiment of fishermen that distin- 
guished themselves throughout the Revolutionary 
War. It was Glover’s regiment that rowed Washington 
across the Delaware River through ice and snow 
before the winter at Valley Forge. These brave soldiers 
were referred to as the “Marine Regiment,’ giving 
birth to the term “Marines” as the “soldiers of the sea.” 


Sculptor Milmore 
began his studies 
under Thomas Ball 
when he was just 15 
years old. 


He is also responsible 
for the design of the 
Soldier and Sailors 
Monument on Boston 
Common 

and the Civil War 
Memorial in 
Framingham, 
Massachusetts. 


Clarendon-Dartmouth 

PATRICK ANDREW COLLINS (1844 - 1905) 
Sculpted by Henry Hudson Kitson (1865-1932) 

and Theo Alice Kitson (1876 - 1932) 

Donated with funds raised through subscription upon 
bis death 


Collins was Mayor of Boston from 1902-1905 and 
died suddenly in office. An Irish immigrant, he was a 
lawyer, member of the Massachusetts State 
Legislature and United States Congress, as well as 
Consul General in London. Collins was such a popu- 
lar mayor that funds were raised for this memorial in 
only six days after his death. 


This statue was designed for the area of Charlesgate 
West and Commonwealth Avenue. It was installed 
there until 1966 when the construction of the 
Bowker Overpass forced its move, after much con- 
troversy, to its present location. The Kitsons, a hus- 





band and wife artistic 
team, also created the 
Hiker in Malden and 
the Minuteman in 
Lexington both in ‘ 
Massachusetts. 


THE VENDOME FIREFIGHTERS’ MEMORIAL 
Sculpted by Theodore Clausen with Peter White, 
Landscape Architect. 

Funded by the Edward Ingersoll Browne Trust and 
individual contributions 
Dedicated June 17, 1997 - ; 
the 25th anniversary of Y 
the fire i 


On June 17,1972 the 
worst tragedy in the his- 
tory of the Boston Fire 
Department took place 
in the aftermath of a 
raging fire in the old 
Hotel Vendome at 

160 Commonwealth 
Avenue. Nine firefight- | 
ers were killed when a ai 


nts 


section of the building collapsed without 


EL. watt 


warning. 


Killed were Fire Lieutenants Thomas J. Carroll (Engine 
Co. 32) and John E. Hanbury (Ladder Co. 13); 
Firefighters Thomas W. Beckwith (Engine Co. 32), 
Joseph E Boucher (Engine Co. 22), Charles E. Dolan 
(Ladder Co. 13), John E. Jameson (Engine Co. 22), 
Richard B. Magee (Engine Co. 33), Paul J. Murphy 
(Engine Co. 32), and Joseph P Saniuk (Ladder Co. 13). 


The memorial is an elliptical granite arc with a 
bronze casting of a helmet and coat resting on it. The 
helmet used for the casting belongs to Commissioner 
Paul A. Christian who provided leadership for the 


























creation of the memorial. These elements lead the 
visitors’ attention to the location of the former Hotel 
Vendome diagonally opposite the memorial. The 
quotes from firefighters describing their lives cou- 
pled with the time-line of the fire create a moving 
tribute to these brave men and to all firefighters. 


-Dartmouth-Exeter 

WILLIAM LLOYD GARRISON (1805 - 1879) 
Sculpted by Owen Levi Warner (1844 - 1896) 
Donated with funds raised through public subscription 


Known as “the 
emancipator,’ 
Garrison came 
to Boston from 
Baltimore in 
1831 and 
launched his 
anti-slavery pub- 

lication 

the” Liberator.” 
Garrison was a 
tireless crusader 
against slavery 

and encoun- 
tered much 
antagonism for 

his views. Hounded by angry mobs and often in 

danger for his life, he continued to publish for 34 | 

years. In 1832 he founded the New England Anti- 

Slavery Society. Garrison was also an eloquent 
champion of women’s rights, temperance, pacifism, 
and free trade. The inscription on the statue is a 
quote from his first “Liberator” editorial. 





The sculptor, Olin Levi Warner also created the 
General Devens on the Charles River Esplanade in 
Boston. 


